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EMBLEM 
On a disc Azure, above a terrestrial globe issuing from base Celeste, displaying the Pacific Rim 
land masses Vert, gridlined Argent, a flight symbol bisected of the first and the second fimbriated 
of the fourth ascending bendwise and emitting a contrail reflexed into a lightning flash Or, 
striking the central coordinate.  In chief a hurt fimbriated White charged with a mullet of the like 
bearing a torteau winged Yellow, all within a narrow border Yellow.  Attached above the disc, a 
Blue scroll edged with a narrow Yellow border and inscribed “SEMPER VIGILANTIS" in White 



letters. Attached below the disc, a Blue scroll edged with a narrow Yellow border and inscribed 
"PACAF AMOCC" in White letters. SIGNIFICANCE: Blue and yellow are the Air Force colors.  Blue 
alludes to the sky, the primary theater of Air Force operations.  Yellow refers to the sun and the 
excellence required of Air Force personnel.  The winged star is a variation of the traditional Air 
Force symbol.  The delta trailing a lightning flash signifies command and control of all air mobility.  
The globe represents the Pacific Theater of operations of the unit.  
 
MOTTO 
 
OPERATIONS 
When a newborn child hovered between life and death, an Elmendorf C-130 and its crew made 
the difference.  Capt. Dave Meier, 517th Airlift Squadron aircraft commander, and his crew 
recently flew to Misawa Air Base, Japan, to pick up a critically ill infant. After the pick-up, the 
crew delivered the baby boy to Kadena AB, Japan, for an operation that saved his life.  The 
Elmendorf C-130 was in Fukuoka, Japan, conducting a routine Pacific Command support mission 
when the crew received a call requesting help from the Pacific Air Forces Air Mobility Operations 
Control Center. While they were in the middle of loading cargo, the crew heard that the 
emergency medical evacuation was being set up, Captain Meier said.  The PACAF AMOCC initially 
asked the crew how quickly the C-130 could be airborne and the estimated flight time to Misawa 
AB and then Kadena AB. "We began flight planning and stopped our upload in case we got the 
new mission," Captain Meier said. "We were ready to go when AMOCC called back 15 minutes 
later, and were airborne about 15 minutes after that, heading for Misawa AB." According to Lt. 
Col. Eric Stone, 35th Medical Operations Squadron commander, KC-135s are normally used for 
medical evacuations from Misawa AB, but they are poorly suited for the special demands of 
neonatal transport. "When the Theater Patient Movement Requirement Center notified us that 
Misawa AB had a newborn that needed immediate transport to Kadena AB for an operation, I 
immediately called down to Fukuoka," said Mr. Stefan Wenska, AMOCC airlift planner. "I spoke 
with Captain Meier about the re-route, and he and his crew were all over it. "They made it up to 
Misawa in record time, waited for the medical crew, loaded the patient, and extended their duty 
day to fly that baby to Kadena AB," he continued. The entire mission, from notification to final 
landing, took less than 14 hours, said Captain Meier. The Elmendorf C-130 carried the infant, his 
parents and a special neonatal transport unit from Misawa AB to Kadena AB in less than five 
hours. The newborn made it in good shape, and is now off life support and doing well, said 
Colonel Stone. "It was good to see everything come together to help out this family," said Captain 
Meier. "We were glad to be in the right place to be part of it." "This was the most rewarding 
mission I've ever done," said 1st Lt. Carrick Yaws, 517th AS copilot. Other members of the crew 
included 2nd Lt. Dawn Carter, navigator, and Airman 1st Class Philip Martin, loadmaster. 2004-01-
11 
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